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Appendix A. [Session

22. New born Children: Determination op Maturity

and Period of Development.—In the post-mortem ex-

amination of new born children special attention is to be

directed to the following points in addition to the above-

mentioned general rules :

In the first place, the signs indicative of maturity and

period of development must be ascertained.

These are—the length and weight of the child, the condi-

tion of the general integuments and of the umbilical cord,

the length and state of the hair of the head, the size of the

fontanelles, the diameter of the cranium (longitudinal,

transverse, and diagonal,) the condition of the eyes (mem-

brana pupillaris,)the state of the cartilages of the nose and

ear, the length and condition of the nails, the transverse

diameter of the body at the shoulders and hips ; in male

infants, the condition of the scrotum and position of the

testicles; in females, the condition of the external organs of

generation. Finally, we must examine the size of the cen-

tre of ossification (if present) in the inferior epiphysis of the

femur. For this purpose, the knee-joint must be opened by

means of a transverse incision below the patella, the joint

fully bent and the patella removed ; thin layers are then to

be cut from the cartilaginous end of the femur, till the

greatest transverse diameter of the centre of ossification (if

present) be reached ;
this is to be measured.

Should the condition of the foetus be such as clearly to

prove that it was born before the completion of the thirtieth

week, it is not necessary to proceed further with the exami-

nation.

23. Determination of the Question whether the

Child has Breathed.—If it shall appear that the child has

been born after the thirtieth week, we must in the next;

place ascertain whether it has breathed during or after birth.

For this purpose the respiration test must be applied, andi

the proceedings conducted in the following order—

:


